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The “"Twin-K eeler Ne wsletter

Editor’ s watcih

bit delayed. Not so much so mariyurning down or the computer freezirilge very places that were visited by our

of you faithful readers will have timeup with everything ready except for ttauthor At least these pictures do help
to complain, but still so the editor getsack up. to understand the very special sailing
a little stressed. Now, what to do"Are we to pu- conditions of this area.

In fact, itis not easy putting togetheslish the story without any pictures and The log starts on page¥ses, it is
four issues a year if you are not gettirvgt the readeés imagination fill in thelong, but it is worth it!
paid and, which is more important, daisual gapsWell, perhaps that could
not have the means to pay those whave worked. Howevawhen | did a| Twin-Keeler Newsletteris avai-
contribute to the newslett&ill there quick photo search on the web just #§Ple free of charge as a pdf file
are some regular contributors to whiaet an impression of how the area lopi) Www.twin-keeler.org
we are eternally grateful. like, | quickly realized that in the cagdOr printed copies please contac
And then there are those who waf the Sea of Cortez, the pictures gré¥bscription@twin-keelerorg

did not even know were readifigin-  if not essential, then at least very desi- ' . .
Keeler but suddenly do contribute withiable. So | reverted to the cheap wa§you'd like to submit something
a simply outstanding cruise report. Fof finding tourist-office websites of thefor the newsletter please contact
years, or so it feels, | have been asking newsletter@twin-keelerorg
for cruise reports from the US. Mainly
because | am sorrily aware that, WNI .
we do have lots of readers on the 0 -he Twin-K eeler Ne wsletter
er side of the pond, most of the mate-
rial is European. This is not my ow@/o Jens Kuhn
choice, but has been due to lack Bfidhuggarvagen 14
contributorsAnd just when | was beS-121 44 Johanneshov
coming quite convinced that your Igéweden
finally must have despaired of reading
yet another cruise report from the Bal-

I tis late February and this issue is/orst nightmare, short of the print sh@pea and using public domain shots of

—F

tic, we finally can present one frorfditor Publisher/webmaster
over there. Still not from the US, but Jens Kuhn Geopge BoIIenba}cher
from Mexico. editor@twin-keeleorg webmaster@twin-keelerg

When I first read this log, | was du-
ely impressed of the sceneitye
weather and the fact that this was a
single handed cruise as well. There w@gntributors this issue:
only one problem: there were no pic- John Simpson, Bill Shellentazg;, Don Olson.
tures.Although the writer did have
some and tried his best to produce

them, several circumstances prevenfaﬁs publication may be copied or printed and used in this form lbmhay not by
them from ever reaching me. any means be modified, sold erpublished. The copyrights totiafes and
o ictures belong to the author/photographgrticles and pictues may not beer
Now, here.you have an ed'tor.'n per@rinted or published in any wagither on paper or eleadnically without
In fact, having a very good piece Qfermission.

story butwith no pictures, is an edier Cover pictue: Bill Shellenbeger’'s Draussen.
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The Big Time

scheduled to leave thiind Spirit just rough a couple of tacks for practice, and
before 1:30, so my morning was takedeclared us ready to defend our coustry’
up with daydreaming and planning, préronor against those Canucks in the oth-
by George Bollenbacher bably to very little avail. Our host explaier boat.
ned that the boats we would be racingWe had a 6-minute pre-start, with the
, _ on competed in the 1987 LoMsitton timekeeper counting down the last se-
y brush with th_e b'9 time beCup and th@mericas Cup. In particu-conds as we approached the line at
Ean \évhgn mywrfefjsstgrsgd lar, we would be on either the Canadiapeed, albeit forced to give way becau-
erbusiness an retr _entry True North, or Dennis Conrigr se we were on the port tagiter that
a celebration, she and her h_usband "E‘('fp winnerSars and taipes. Most of we were all business, with Morgan cal-
ted Betsy and meona Carlb.bean e participants had never sailed, althougty instructions and every crewmember
se, and threw in a day Qf racing on 1 few had, so | began to feel like the ¢lined to his task. The upwind legs
meter yachts bSt.,Martln. Naturally der statesman, always a dangerous p@ren’t tacking duels like | had seen on
wid horseg couldntkeep me away frorsrftion for me. TV —instead each helmsman was loo-
achance I_|ke _that. . As we headed out to Stars and Stking for a favorable wind shift. But the
: The.crwse itself was on a mOFOF’ Sadés, our boat for the dayr host begantacks we made were a creditto the team;
ling ship C"_""ed th@ind Spirit, builtin assigning duties. Betsy was tailing oroeisp, quick, and seamanlike.
Le Ha\{re in1988. More than 400 fe tackstay winch (a surprisingly deman- True North was no slouch eithéney
long, with four masts that reach up mo&?ng job), her sister Mary was the baled at the first mark, but we caught them
tha_n 2(.)0 feet abov<_e the watshe is Atender (which meant water bottles amh the downwind leg. Thenitwas areal
distinctive and beavtiul vessel, She o das during the race and beers aftesgesaw —gybing for clear air downwind
acc_ommodates _148 PasSENgers, s El"y’s husband John was a mainsheetd searching for good air upwind. Fi-
feeling on board Sa far'cry from Oneagbnder (agood choice sincesa’bear nally, on the last upwind leg, Mgan for
the mammoth cruise ships we passe "a guy) and yours truly was theedTrue North outside the lay line on
roughou_t the Ca'f'bbea”- mainsheet trimmer (an excellent spot ftire right side of the course, kept them
Thg biggest difference, of course, sixty-something with arthritic kneesjhere as we tacked back, and squeezed
the salls, 20’0_00 square feetofthem, ¢ her people were assigned such jaiger the line with two seconds to spare.
unfurl m.aljestlcally.u.nder way tothe s primary grinders, backstay grindei®ennis Conner would have been proud!
companiment O_f string music on m’ I:)and timekeeper I'm sure they could hear our lusty cheer
sys_temAc_:cordlng o _the Danish First My firstimpression when | boardedll the way back ow/ind Spirit.As we
Officer, M'Cke¥ the sails are mucn MOr&iars and Stripes was that it seemieelded back to the mooring, Morgan let
than adecoration, they save large amo ller than | expected, sort of like mthose of us who wanted take the helm
of fuel v_vhen up anq drawing. He Mentigse stars when you run into them on ttier a few minutes. Here again, the boat
ned, W_'th some pride, that he h_ad 90U&Peet. The second was that it actualkasn't exactly what | expected. She see-
th_e ship upto 16 kn_ots on Sa}"ls alon5“J(=Jemed simpler in design than | expeaned to take her time responding to the
W.'th what he described ?S 45 kn’%% There were the winch pedestals,te#lm, while Greyhound is always ready
v_vmds, smack onthe beam.” Thatsou rse, and the big Barients they powte-alter course before I've moved the til-
like 12-meter type performance to mngs

Reflections

Our cabin was on the lowest dec d, looking like upside-down soup ketter an inch. Maybe I'm not used to a
: in size, but the routing of the lines ameheel yet, or maybe | was still thinking

putting me abouttas close 1o the wateras layout of the deck was less intimidabout some trimming tasks | could have
| am in Greyhound, but it was st g than I had feared. done betteibut at the end of the day |
strange feeling to look out the porthole The race itself was well designed fémew it would take me a long time to
and see tha.t my head was above H?St-time crewsAwindward /leeward really graduate to 12-metedter all this
vyaterlme while my feet were belokd course with three upwind legs and twiaaining and experience, I'm definitely
nlght_, though, when the shipwas un “§dwnwinds; no spinnakers; and a coupteady for the small time.
way it was soothing to hear the sea sli

) : ' SI8Pexperienced big boat racers in the ¢
by, occasionally sloshing the portllgh}1 oa trr)imm ers’ Weglll s. Butthe key to oL

Good for sleeping, although I didn't nee:‘qJ ccess would be the skipp@aptain | v 4
much encouragement after a day of SHl%rgan (first name, not last) from Ja

and food. maica, who combined great racing skil%s

But the real business of the cruise, i, greatinterpersonal skills. He traine_ §
my little world at least, was the 12-meter . of us on our jobs, had US go 1

regatta (Wwwi2metre.com)Ve were




A little misad wventur e

by Bill Shellenberger

uring our cruise to Maine inthe
Dummer of 1999 in our 31’
Westerly Berwick, we deci-
ded to proceed the full five miles ug
the Saco River to the head of navige
tion at the twin towns of Saco and Bid
deford, a few miles south of Portlanc
ME. There, we were offered a moo
ring, at no charge, by the very hosp
table Saco Rivefacht Club.

After an enjoyable tour of the town
and an overnight stay there, we de
ded to wait for the last hour of eb
current before heading downriye
bound for Portsmouth/Kitteypr so
we thought. The idea was that w|
would not have to deal with a stron
current while negotiating our wa
downstream. On the way up, we h
found plenty of water all the way anc
were not expecting any problems witl
shoals once we cleared the sho
stretch of the river near Saco. _

The range of tide at the mouth o= =
the river is nearly 12 feet, which pro:
duces an “interesting” current at th
peak flood and ebbAt the head of
navigation, the tide range isn't nearly
as great, only around 6-7 feet (est
mated). Even so, this is still a big rang
for those used to the 1-2 foot range ¢
tide in the Chesapeake.

We released the mooring and cas
ally headed outVithin 100 yards, the
depth sounder suddenly beganap
cipitous rise. | had to make a quic !
decision.With the current pushing us, Praussen on a spinnaker run.
stopping was not an option. | had a
50-50 chance of turning the right wazard aground. The tide was droppitgel from any hard objects on the bot-
to head back into the channel befotkat fast! tom. | took the anchor out in the dinghy
the water got too thin. Naturally = There was nothing for it but to waind dropped it well off to one side in
made the wrong choicéhithin se- for the tide to change and refloat usteparation for our re-launching. Then
conds, we came to an abrupt halt! TAge water was so clear that we coulk simply sat back to wait.
port keel was hard agroundn at- see that we were actually sitting atop alt wasn't long before the tide reach-
tempt to power off failed and, withinpile of wooden planks, almost as if thedd dead low and our waterline was
minutes, the starboard keel was alé@ad been placed there to protect auore than a foot above the surface of

¥ LALTIMORE, MD.
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Canine cew

the water With our twin keels, we justce to Portsmouth/Kitteryso we tied
sat there, comfortable, safe, and levep at the town dock and simply enjoy-
Allwe had to do was to convince angd the scenery
passers-by that we had done this When dinnertime arri
purpose to permit me to clean the beted, we decided tree
tom of the algae, which was forming@urselves to another ¢
skirt around our waterline. €dh, sh-the fantastic lobste
huuurrre!) dinners offered by ¢
Within a couple of hours, the tide hatearby restauran y
turned and was rapidly rising. SugHow’s that for plan-
denly “Draussen” gave a lurch and theng?)
starboard keel was fre&Ve swung They say adventu
around and, within five minutes, the paies are what you mak
keel came dfthe ground, tooWe them. It this case,
swung out and settled to our anchiitle stupidity resulted
just as if we knew what we were doingn nothing more than
Having learned our lesson, we waitégo what” afair. After
another hourjust to make sure thaill, everything workec
there was enough water back in the out for the best, didn’
ver so that we would not play that pait? If it weren't for our
ticular game again. twin keels, the episo
Hauling up the anchpwe poweredde would surely hav
downstream to the mouth of the rivdyeen a good bit mor
bucking the current all the way the uncomfortable.
time we were at the entrance, it was
too late to sail the considerable distan- Saling along.




The Artof Enjo yinga Good R efit

by John Simpson

ter when its dark

and cold, in thg
middle of refitting our
old wooden boat, so
metimes | use to ques
tion our motives why we
did it. Sure we loved th
boat and the pleasu
we all got as a family sal
ling her but was this
work that my wife and
did, compensated fo
enough? One wintgr
met an old hand whg
showed me a much belfs
ter way of fitting out.  §
The boat was afloat &
her mooring close to th{
Town Quayinyming- § == -
ton that winter’d spent Now what to do next?
most of the day boiling
up pitch on the stove. Then pouringdombined vapours I'd been breathiriBinkers’ might be just the ticket. Joi-
between the lands of my clinker plankggeren’t quite ‘Columbian Gold'!  ning me in the cockpit David produ-
so no fresh water would be trapped in During one of these breaks, Davited a couple of large, paint splattered,
certain areas, but would run off into ti§&ay who had obviously spotted me hmalf pint mugs of ‘Pink Gin‘. By the
bilge. This was an area, which I'd idemy cockpit rowed across and inviteiime he poured the second, the eve-
tified where 'Blauwe Slenk’frames me for a cup of tea, on his own olding mist looked really good and the
had gone soft before, and wouldrbpat. | didn’t know him well, but wecold had goneWe had moved into
happen again, whilst | was looking dfiad seen one anotharen he wasdiscussing his days, of running 'Royal-
ter her (on the principle that you dorédout to examine some of iviyl can- ist', sailing square-riggers. “Always fi-
own an old wooden boat, you juslidates or at the oddvR YMI mee- nish your days refit feeling good,” he
keep her in trust, for next person!). Thigg. said, “then you'll be back for more*!
old watering can of pitch took an age “Come over in about half a hour Certainly as our refit wore on th-
to boil, so I'd also been painting (grey)phn”, he said, “when you've finisheadpugh the wintgroccasionally we’d
in the forepeak, before replacing all titiee light will be gone soon anyway’ineet again. He mentioned, that he quite
newly varnished mahogany planks igave me fresh incentive, to try anghderstood why | thought’Mount Gay’
her interior lining! Not surprisingly forfinish some of my painting, beforedum and fresh lime makes a reasona-
a February day in the UK, the cologouldn’t see the runs any more. Theble drink to end the dagnd | became
of the sky matched the colour of nguly sculled over to visit him on higducated in the importanceArigos-
paint, it was damp and bleak. So deeat 'Mutine’, | knocked as | cameura bitters, with gin as ‘The Navy’
casionally with the boat well shut upaboard, and David greeted me cowrinks it! Both our old yachts ended
had to go on deck from time to timégd in paint (including his hair) with hisip, gleaming like new pins, with
just to breath some cold fresh @ine overalls on, explaining that he had beBavid's different way of viewing a re-

painting his deck head. He didn’t thinik!
it a good idea, to light his stove, but a

I n the depths of wi



Building a Tarp Frame f or an Alacrity

by George Bollenbacher

ery autumn as | prepare Grey
Eound, myAlacrity 19, for her
inter nap, | struggle with the
tarp | cover her with. | have been dra-
ping it over the mast, which sits on top
of the coachhouse roof and serves as
aridge pole. The problem with that arr-
angement is that it never gets the tarp
high enough, or tight enough, so all win-
ter ice and water collectin the tarp, in
the cockpit, and sometimes in the bil-
ge. That leaves me the messy job of
clearing the ice and water several tBisassembled.
mes a winter and pumping out the bil-
ge before | can move the boat in tHQU square the
Spring. width, divide

This past year | read an article fi€ number by
Good Old Boat about building a fraVo: and take
me out of PVC pipe, and it looked likE'® ~ square
that might be my answaihe frame in 00t Voila!
the article was designed to cover QHSt make sure
entire boat, and one that was abd}{ffen cutting
double the size of Greyhound, so | uW-e diagonals
dertook to downsize the whole prd@ 1€ave room
ject, and came up with a collapsibf@" the T-fit-
frame for the cockpit at a cost of abolR9s: . o .
$30.00. An Qvenlng Assembled and standing in the cockpit
| used 1-inch PVC pipe, because(ﬂ _cuttlng and
was cheap and strong enough to califnd together
the weight. I got two 12-foot length¥/as all ittook.
at my local Home Depot for abOLJt screwed the
$15.00. | also bought 4-450 elbowB€rmanent
2-900 elbows with side outlets (theé%'nFS together
may be hard to find localljput they © 9ive the fra-
are available on the internet at httpfJJ€ More rigid-
pvcfittings.com/), and Zittings, all y.
for about $15.00. | cut the pipe to fit YOU can see
on a slide miter saw with fine teeth, bme T-fittings
a tubing cutter will also work. and the 900 el-
| measured the length and width §PWS that are .
the cockpit, and figured out how highrF:ady to recei-With the tarp installed.
wanted the legs to be so that they cl&g. the sup- _ .
red the cockpit coaming. Then | ﬁngorts,_ which are lying alongside. Plenty of protection at a reasona-
red out how long to make the diagona] - 't 1S tall énough the keep the tarple price!
braces by referring to our old higﬂﬂ‘the mast, reducing strain on it, and

school geometry friend Pythagora@!IOWIng water and snow to run off.



Nomad ona Wild Shor e

by Don Olson

few years with &Vesterly Nomadanother

and the last year of that period ctug’ en-
a single-handed cruise to Mexico. Thi®uraged
part of the log centers on the month gfe to toss
January 2002 and, although only afeyff the
weeks, is perhaps that time and placeanket
| seem to most often return. It coveggd look
some 200 miles on the Sea of Cortezer the
which comprises only about a tenth eide. The-
the total Baja coastline. The one sigme, fully il-
ficant resupply point along this northeffaminated
part of the coast is the relatively remder the
mote village of Bahia de Ld@sgeles light of a
while most of this shoreline yet remainsear full
a spectacular de facto wilderness. moon, |
anumber of developements orientatstired at \nesterly Nomad
toward the mariner are planned for thise ripp-
section of the coast change seems itesl surface of a huge sand bar oMearge sea lion burst 6 ft into the air just
vitable. For nowin many parts of thiswhich we skimmed. First thought aacouple feet from the cockpit and slam-
area, one could go weeks without evenmarked shoal but then remembenetd the water hard. Not happd |
sighting the ubiquitous pangero.  we were near a large lagoon and in tivake him from a nap? I've often

Someone once asked me why Wght the visible shore might be overthought the underwater profile of the

moved so slowly in this portion of thenile distant. The light could then beldomad resembles the killer whale, ne-
cruise. | find this hard to answer afish camp I'd marked on the charewmesis of seals. But later a group of sea
even though we did slow to a crawl were on a course some 20 degrdiess swim alongside, coming in almost
these weeks, my only regret was leteaward and | put bow straight out tmse to boat. It appeared they wanted
ting myself become too hurried.  sea. to determine what sort of creature this

We begin near Laguna Santa Ma- Sometime latestill leaning back onis with a tailfin moving so sloyand a
ria and roughly 20 nm south of Sahe cabin, | had apparantly dozed dfead without mouth or eyes. Rare the

I had the great fortune to spendustil, later

Felipe, Mexico. to suddenly awake and find my heawlotorless vessel perhapée are doing
turned sharply to starboard due toabout 3 kt and they examine her from
Dec. 27, 2001 bright flash?... explosio# my brain bow to stern several times. Finally a

Made little progress during nightslowly focused I first thought someoremaller one comes up a few feet from
About 6 miles net due to strong tid&ad launched a*of July rocket butthe cockpit and stares me straight in
current. | stayed in cockpit all nighoon realized the bright blue green withe eye while its nose is working hard.
leaning back against the cabin enjoyhite sparks shooting outward in alRerhaps | should paint eyes and smi-
ing ghosting under a magnificent moodirections had to be a meteor and tley face on bow

Other than an occasional look aheadnter of the white lines the point of Wind 7-10kt from south so made
or a nudge of the tiller with a toe | wasxplosion.. long, lazy tacks all thisM doing about
free to contemplate the stark Baja On a small boat on a desert sea Bwdkt over waterFeels good to be
mountains in moonlight. The coast wavening eye opens to the heavens aadling at leastVind dies before lunch
dark except for a single kerosene larope is launched into space. and | just furl sails and reaéfter the

| guessed 1-1 %2 milesfoAt about gale (previous week) this slow progress
the time | noticed the light | felt somebec. 28

hing like a very slighttug but let it pass
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The Sea of Cortez

ide if the wind conti
nues to clock a
strengthen we’d fin
ourselves with
rocky lee shore an
protection. Disap,
pointed | head out
sea, raise the sto
jib and switch on th
masthead tri. Th
seas have grown
over 6ft, jumbled
steep. | don't both
to sitatthe helma
see how she’ll d
Just tied df tiller,
dropped into bun
and fell asleep i
stantly despite sha
thuds and slaps.

Dec. 30

Awoke to steely gr
8 ft seas rolling i
from the east. Th
wind is down to 7-
kt ENE and the se
mellowed leaving
more comfortabl
motion. Contempl
ting the cold, dark
vista to the horizon |
feel an unusual lone-
liness, exposed to a
raw unfriendly world
and search the hori-
zon until | find the
warm, toasted brown
coast on the opposi-
te horizon. Start wa-
ter heating and raise

seems just fine. Drift 5-6 miles eacdgvery pufto get closer finally make sail. Over coffee an raw oats | find

night.

coast about a mile N. of the protecteee’ve drifted more then 6 miles north

A shrimp boat passed within 1/4 milenchorage and, of course, only then thaile asleep and ‘sailed’ about 5 miles

and as they pulled in the net the frantiand comes upA fun 10 kt N builds out to sea.
cries of a seal came from the sternfaft to 15Very low near full moon,

Light steady wind all dayhe seas

the boat. Couldn’t determine its fatetide. | rocket past an entrance that $an away and we skim across a lightly

Dec. 29

ems too cluttered with rocks to enteuffled blue that becomes streaked with
with this wind/tide and continue on thands of tan pumice. Most the rocks

Drifted 5 miles north during night. Detry the caleta just south of the pointery small but find one 2" piece that
cent wind to about 10am when agaiie wind is gaining strength and clockeems to have good abrasive qualities
went very light. Islas Encantadas visibleg N to NE, leaving little protection aand put in kit. Round Isla Pomo early
to SW Puertocitos is somewhere dhis tide A single boat is anchored migm. The guide book tells me it is hol-
that barren, rocky coast and | wottkay and | make 3 passes only to déew and we could sail into the tiny vol-

9



Isla Pomo

cano and anchor but | press on for Istpse until crossing the bow and, paseom waiting for sardines. For the first
San Luis and a more sure anchoralg@ps, not seeing the bobstajpam!, time | see the huge claws on the end of
in normal winds. instant 30 to zero mph. I'm sure it muitose webbed feet and chase them off
The sound of a large diesel is echoibg badly injured but as | sail by it ibefore they damage the cloth. Pelicans
about and eventually | spot a tiny spegkaking its head and paddling alonghave some very prehistoric qualities
some 3 plus miles to NE. They seemThese islands would make a godkat reminds one of the evolutionary
the only larger vessel in this part of tHet for a Jule¥erne movie and goroximity.
sea. | can easily imagine times when plierodactyl wouldn’t look out of pla- Pangero scoots across the sea to
hands are aft at the business end a&d | feel a bit like Darwin in the Galaeast and toward Bahia Gonzaga. Only
the wheel locked on course but | feeRgos and ponder how they shared thraft besides shrimpers I've seen on
little apprehension of being run dowsame name in the early period tie water since San Felipe.
unlike | did in the Pacific. exploration.(Encantado; haunted, Again I'm startled by something from
The SE side of San Luis appearsénchanted, charmed) | suppose half the edge of my vision. #just the moon
be a large volcanic crater almost opéannection is merely linguistic habits gfeeking from around the cliff but what
to the seaward sidas | approachedthattime. amoon! I've never seen a moon mag-
| see a huge column consisting of manyAs we approach the anchorage dfified like this and never imagined it
thousands of large seabirds spiralitige cliffs on south side of Isla San Luzould be. One would never see a face
clockwise and upwards from crater ririt is the eerie, echoing din of myriallere, but seas, mountains, and craters
to rim. Perhaps on warm updraft thayirds that dominates my senses.  with streaks running outward. Every
rise thousands of feet like a biological No sooner is the anchor down thetetail seems plainly visible despite my
eruption . a pelican paddles ovavalks up thefailing sight. There must be sketches
At this time, while fiddling with the sculling oar and onto the ruddtust showing this before Galieo and the de-
PV cord and standing on lazarete, dug the same crazy pelicakie listen velopment of the telescope tho | don't
of the corner of my eye | see somdp BBC and have a holiday dinn8he recall this being the case.. Must look
hing big coming at me fast-quite a stafioesn’t like my cooking. Some panghis up.(Still don’t know but can say
A crazed pelican is circling the boagros friend | guess. Later | come out
round and round, and cutting in veign find her and a boyfriend on the
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I'm unable to see the same detail witbach then on the nose 12-14A4.it Even 3-4 ft waves are irritating. Rat-

7x binoculars). gets dark sparks fly from the bower like paying the price but not getting
Net less then 30nm/day for the lastive. It seems a slight variation on tlike product.

4 daysAt least | wont drift north this phosphorescent shoWhey appearto I'mimpatient, everyone advises get-

night. be short strands. ting thru this section fast and we’ve
gone from slow to stop.

Jan 1, 2002 Jan 2 9AM, finally the sails filland a pe-

Light steady wind to noon. Only &€anal de BallenagAM, Lat.29deg., lican hops onto bow pulpit to hitch a

quick peek intaillard then pressed8.35 min., calm, 62 deg.,, F ride. | hardly dare breathe, move or

on to Pta. Final with much regret. Finally I'm feeling warm. Glasseven hurrah lest | upset the balance.
Could spend weeks in this area easilgast and can't see any sign of the hahiae wind gradually builds to NW 10-
Must admit that conversation with thef man yet the last fish camp on thik2 and we fly across now smooth seas
old fisherman and (at a later date) thart of Baja should be close. wing on wing.

shrimper have left me a little paranoid. Though I look hard the small bushy Seas 3-4 ft building, all whitecaps
I've decided to follow their advice antllow of these Minkes is totally invisaand we get a boost as they pass ynder
run the slot with all speed during thisle and it seems the cliffs are breathingust be blowing good.

good weatheiNext stop BLA.! (Ba- Waves come withoutwindhena 1:40 PMwind light, net 1 1/2kt over
hia de log\ngeles) Good view of Mindittle wind passes and is gone leavirigm.

ke (whale) as he came out far enufytet more of a jumble to work the rud- 2:47 PM, Current reverses to south
eyeball me in passingys | approachedder, lines and the boom however welllow, light N. wind, | sit back and watch
Punta Final the wind began to closkanged jerks sharply port-strbrd-porthe wilderness shore glide.liut the
and increase until our run becameaist try to rig bungi to absorb shockinoculars on each beach, follow the

Las Islas Encantadas
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gullies inland, plan routes to occasibdon’t want to try in dark as tide will’'m aware I'm dreaming, just sillyrite
nal pockets of palms, fantastic roakax against whatever wind. May a®emories but I'm loving it. Soaking it
formations...very frustrating, no placevell get some sleep so head into brop like sunshine on a cold d&omeo-
to safely stop and get ashore. ad bay on Baja side. Eerie, no bushm is telling me i time to get up an go.
Estimate current now 3-3 %2 kt antlee to give a sense of scale. The higle’s persistent, an ancient vagabundo,
it has something of the look of a whiteandlepower search light is swallowegb slowly layer by layer | come up
water river Huge boils, river type waby darkness as I'm still too far off. Prdrom the deep. Switch on the light, 1:00
ves, standing, breaking, all on an invably scull 2 mile, slowly feeling ourAM, 3 hours before the calculated time
mense scale as large part of the seamy in. Beach turns out to be boute go! Irritably | pop my head out, all
squeezed into this roughly 10 mile widgers, cliffs immense. When the light ilguiet, the current gone. | pull out my
corridor (‘the slot’, the canal betweetuminates a cobbly bottom at 21 ft¢alculations and reconfirm the num-
IslaAngel del Guarda the and Bajdrop the bow anchofthen hear thebers. No, the numbers are right and
peninsula.) sound of moving water and can dimine ‘voice’ is silenced. | turn off the light
Something lazily moves on surfacgee a ‘re€fto south over which a 1@nd my semiconscious brain.
some distance off and I think at firdt current flows (This speed, in retro- Sometime later | know something is
dolphin but seems to be in slow mapect, seems unlikely and tho | dimiyot right. | get on deck faster this time.
tion and gradually | realize muchecall timing a chip it must be suspecihhe current is back and in the same
largerWhale shark? Not close enuf tBeeling insecure with just the bowlirection as earlier! Easy to see it will
be sure but that huge grey fin, what elB&anforth on this bottom. If drag couldbe hard to up anchor before being
could it be? damage the rudder so drop a secoswlept into the rocks. | ready the scull
Full darkness, I'm sailing E-YBack anchor from the ckpt. Then go beloand up the bow anchor letting the bow
an forth, just holding position, waitindgo calculate the tide times, set the alagwing seaward. Then | grab the line to
for moon to rise over Islangel about and fall instantly into deep sleep.  the stern anchor thinking I'll just hand
8:30pm.What to do¥ery near Re- over hand a fathom or so, cleat and
medio (narrowest pointin channel) anthn 3 jump to the oarbut no, its stuck so-

Bahia Los Angeles
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lid, and the light reveals it is wedgeaff Gonzaga some 74 miles tten foretell fierce winds that rush down
into small boulders. | put the line onorth.Wind 25 plus kt now and seemen BLAand, some sagnany miles out
the winch until we heel. No use. | grabringa offers little relief despite gootb sea).

the serrated knife and in an instant I'leoking bottom so visitisles in bay and, There is something alluring, almost
parted the line and dig the sweep infittally swing the lead over the muddgnagical, as one looks seaward from
seems we clear the rocks with jussand inside P#rena and about a mildhese desert hills. Rocky clarity embra-
couple of feet to spare and quickbyf the town. (Bahia Lo&ngeles, BLA) ces a cluster of fanciful islands floating
head south. The same light wind is run-Glug-saglug-splaglug, sometime iim a misty pastel.... an there, just past
ning with the tide and the dark coasttise night waves gently slap otthe solidity of the lighthouse... a pilgrim
passing quicklywe make Remedidbelly...thought we anchored in 10 ft?. to the mysterious might well find a rou-
just at first light. The entire width of théide 6.2 ft...??..must straighten out tide.

canal here is packed with steep, darilculations...drift off again to sound of I've read of more small boaters fin-

waves that fan out just south of thdolphins. ding their end here then any other pla-
narrowest section (little under 8 miles ce in Mexico. Of course its proximity
wide). | feel we're a tiny speck of flotdan 4-9 to the border may have something to

sam at the mercy of enormous forc&dver next few days | find my tide predo with that. But easy to imagine par-

It's obvious this area would be ordgictions are accurate so that portion@fed travelers, seduced by the cplor

nasty spot with a strong tide slammir@anal Ballenas appears an anomatyawn just beyond the safe toward the

into a norther Over exhaustion seems critical elemenhknown and on into the infinite.
Blowing a pleasant 10ktN and the The standard wind pattern here se-

waves are softening so | set a coursas to be calm or light land breeze fan 10

to SW toward the north end of Isl&0:30 then a NW comes up fast to 10p anchor and head for Pto San Juan

Coronado, fairly early
crossing the se on land
at a now plea breeze. It
santangle. dies when

When well we’re only
into the cana amile bey-
between Coro ond light-
nado and th house so |
mainland | wa go below
dropping the and fix

main in preparation to enter the ancHd kt which gradually clocks a bit tkreakfastAfter my first cup of cdee
rage on west side of the Isla whenlie between 4:30 an 6:00pm. Look$ear a distant roar an see a dark line
noticed a few white caps. By the timie a bit out to sea the wind may confkecked with white on horizon to north

I’'m back into the cockpit the wind hasooner and blow stronger near Pta. Gringa. That is over 4 miles
freshened andgtall whitecap&hen,  After 3 days anchored in bay run heff so not small. I have a second cup
within a few minutes more, all has chaashore to pick up supplies. and the rough seas are now less then a

ged to 3 ft. plunging breakers giving Try to be careful with the packagingnile to north. Strangely the water here
the illusion one is running fast ontolaought aboard but on a boat this simeglassy calnAs the rough seas ap-
beach. It a strong flood an the wintheres no room for self deceptionproach | drop the geni and raise the
seems more intimately connected to #ave a bulging plastic bag and glad I®0. When the waves are a hundred
process then I've ever experiencedfitid barrel ashorelry not to think yards off | can see they’re about 5-6 ft
has jumped to 20-25 kt directly againsthere the contents go. with abundant white caps yet we're still
the tide While there was no dangerCouple days later a resident of BLAecalmed in an oily sea! In seconds we
from these conditions the rapidity letells me the clouds suggest possitdee in it and the wind hits at the same
ves me a bit uneadyor no good rea-Elephante winds so | hurry out to boéitne. Once again wind and sea move
son I'd assumed we had left the mamput storm anchor on deck and brirag one. What other surprises might this
currents behindVe sail right past thedink aboard. Becomes gustigging sea provide? Just enuf unknowns to
intended anchorage and into the leesoigs, on deck seems to top out letep one awake.
Pta Gringa where there is no evidermleout 20 kt tho so, this time, no We’re off an running and in short
of current. problem.(Elephantes so named for dyme | see a small motor boat that hails
People on beach camping. Itis thiedrical shaped clouds that snakes mid bayThey are dead in the water
first sign of civilization since a pangaver the mountains to the west and @i each wave threatens to board. Ha-
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Baja Coastline

ving already discovered the danger @P-24 kt and the entrance to Don Juand continues on to the oyster bed.
any movement they remain frozen imas steep 7 ft waves charge straight ipédter a visit to museum | come to see
place as | pass near an toss a rockgter part but as soon as one turngtte bones belong to a very large torti-
flare into the captains lap. They wantraach west into the entrance canal aeshell broken apart).
tow an | tell them I've no engine so énters flat water an maybe 10 kts with Shellfish, shellfish the beach here is
shadow them awhile. In these seaa few odd gusts. Narrow dogleg opehalf shellfish by weighffook hand line
can see no easy way to get a linetwshallow bayJust a short hop frono a nearby cove to get fish dinner
their bow eye withouttheirhelp.  BLA to a beautiful, semi-wild, com-
Try to reef but shocked to fingletely protected harbor with goodan 14
some work | did while at anchor maholding. Planned on leaving this am so despite
kes itimpossible so must jury rig atem- (Spend next three days hiking dight easterly headed out. Group of
porary set up. Fortunately plenty of ségachcombing.) Found a marked trathyakers camped near entrance. High
room this time but good reminder qiinning a few miles south to a group shear cliffs form the shore leading out
how a little carelessness could put oseaside huts. Must be a gringo as mdPta Don Juan but there is just enuf
on the rocks. hard to find a better route and holareeze to ghost out and get past the
Meanwhile the skipper of the mazould one go astray with mountains pmint.
torboat gets her running and movegest and sea to east? These must b&he sea is covered in thick fog tho |
very slowly to the protection of Ptathe huts for the gringo divers I'd hearchn see some of the shore to south and
Arena. | follow but wait until late PMabout. Looks like they’ve gone unwtsome isles to north. Expect the wind

and lower winds to sort out the prased for awnhile. to shift and the fog to dissipate so |

blem with main. One day I follow the tracks of a founang around until the fog closes in from
footed beachcombeFhey lead to anorth an south and only Pta Don Juan

Jan 11 mystery half hidden in the coarse sarislvisible. Three strikes, thatit, | head

Repeat of the T0same calm, same\ bone puzzle to a creature so unlikgback just ahead of fog.
progression of windsea creatutith - | cannot guess, cannot envision its form.'ve noticed the tide level in this bay
only the 100 (jib) cover the 7 miles tMy fellow beachcomber follows myseems to fluctuate rapidly and indepen-
Pto Don Juan in no time. When on eaghcks back to boat. The tide is out, dently of the overall tide on the outsi-
side of Isla Cabeza the wind jumps {galks near to where we sit on beade.Today | measure an 8” drop in 20
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min.while the general tide outsideilderness | don'tmind. They are soamchor wind quickly climbs to over 20
should be onrise. gone to be replaced by another grokisso stay put again. Estimaté2imi-
Late night | climb into cockpit. Thevho just overnight. This section dks to resupply so must start to ration
sky has cleared an the stars pull ar@ast from BLA to Sanfrancisquitséome supplies.
into deep space. | notice the scrabems to get fair number of visitors Woke to moon on wrong side of
bucket and toss the water into ti@o, I'd guess, a mile inland is truly wilboat. The wind has reversed to south!
sea...hmmmm..good way to signal plderness. How long can it last? Seeially drag myself out on deck to drop
nes? (bioluminescent) | wash dishedinge, too rugged, too little potablanother anchor in case the wind comes
this stuff. Just how much can one eméatef too few tourists to fill every bayup. Only 7-8 ft water under keels.
without repercussions? The 5-6” suBut a panga could run from BLA to
is a bright line of surreal green and thas or other bays in a very short tim@an 21
undisturbed water sparkles as tho arSometimes | envy the ability of thélext morning the wind has shifted to
electric reflection of the starry skkayakers to escape the sea almost dight N and | upped anchdRadio calls
Stark rock cliffs and spires surrounslhere. No changeing winds or drafer another 5 day norther coming but
the cove and it looks like the cover ging anchors to worry ovddook out I'm ready to explore a new area.
ascifinovelin Perfect 10-
this light. 13kt N in am.
Sometimes i When off Pun-
seems thi ta Animus |
craftis my in- think the tide
terplanetar should be mild
explorer an but the dark 7-
we've landed 8 ft. seas are
in some far near vertical
off part of the universdll plump with as | sip a beer and take another bamkd packed tighfs I look up at each
round ports, a rather quaint, plucky liteff the shelf. The afternoon wind ig/ave it seems poised to jump into the

le spaceship sheis. sandblasting the desert scrub. No, mipt but every time the stern rises wit-
ready to trade. hout shipping a drop. If this is a very
Jan 15-20 Later | see the first group of kayaight flood | wouldn’t want to run in

7:40am Up anchor once againin a ligters walk up from the south anddverse conditions. In the early pm the
westerly and ghost ot short distan-check out their old campsite. Shortlyind lightens and it becomes obvious
ce from coast | spot something gretiiey walk back as close as they cae're not going to make it to SF (Ba-
maybe 3x3 ft, floating just 30 yds @and hail. Seems they left their wet siita Sanfrancisquito) in daylight. One
so to port. The light is such | can seead by coincidence the second groapthor suggest the light can guide one
nothing below the surface and | consiamped in same spot an had rescuet the harboiVe'll see.
der altering course to check it out btfiteir lost gear tell them they left that By dark the light is visible but so-
just then a whale surfaces just oppa&M headed south, likely toward theimething is wrong. I'm seeing it from the
te the grey mass an gives me the xteanp with one flying a kite sail. wrong angle and too soon. Then a se-
large evil eye. Just as well | didn’t go Shortwave predicts gale force sariend light appears only to confuse things
over an poke the grey lump with mgnas next few days so put out secasall head bit out to sea to NE an put up
oar!And if I'd been busytiller lock- anchor and a little more chain. the anchor light. This is a very low amp
ed, and ran over it? Late night awoke to loud kaplunkulb that | hang from the backstaty
Wind builds slowly to 15 NNWy sound. Looking out | see brighdeems a floodlight to me this night an
which time we reachlacron Pt. andphosphorescent rings arching acragiges me an uneasy feeling so | standin
before noon have anchor down and ftkke bay like a necklace. | heaoompanionway thinking. | can recall the
ing lunch. Here is a fine crescent baelphins, they're herding fish straigrgame feeling from a time prospecting
ach that merges into rocks near the f®-us and when they close | see a 4tfe far north in grizzly countrseems
award point that should be good ftong pale green form slide under the elicit some primitive feeling of dan-

spear fishing. keels. Not on their menu, just avo@erAs if announcing to all nearby pre-
Abandoned mine tailings in the footting the rukus. dators here | am, | can’t see you but
hills to SW intriguing. Some 19th cen- you can see me. Predators?

tury (?) artifacts scattered about. Than 20
kayakers arrive and camp on beaciénd and pressure have dropped abgtn 22-25
few hundred yards distaktith all this and consider leaving but before | up

15



Great early10kt from N and we rea¢jed since Steinbeck visited over hdfbm south until it reversg’againAs
quickly across Canal de Salsipuedwtury earlier one might expect one can find protec-
and into the large outer bay of SFitoDuring the night | awake to sountion from the ceaseless wind with a short
only to find strong south wind comingf fierce wind and gusts frowl. Feel walk into the hills. | was surprised, ho-
out of the calatito. I'm unsure of thiaankful I'm not drifting about on openwvever to climb an exposed hill of some
exact width of the narrow entry chagea. Patience, planning, weather #80 ft and look down on a frothy sea
nel as rough rocks protrude along tperts, careful observations all good buwhile experiencing only the gentlest,
margin so decide to wait. Drop anchesme luck really helps. warm zephyrs. On this day the norther
onto a sandy bottom covered in skatedlext morning | awake to see a sigippears to be a cold river of air rushi-
and spend some hours fishing. just above us on the beach that asigsouth only 400 ft thick!

The outer light on Pta Gabrial is ngte not dump our garbage here. Se-While touching up paintayoung man
on my chart which was cause of confems a thoughtless sailor passed thrwisiunteered to sand and clean ahead
sion. | ask a fisherman who indicateséicent past. of my brush. | open a pkg of chocola-
has been there for a long time. (Norther begins next day and | spetat cookies and he eats almost all while

In pm waddled inside with scull. Theny time wandering the nearby hillsyvorking. He tells me they catch wha-
steep sides of bay give way to an éXa Gabrial is a tombolo with interedes here and it takes me a minute to
pansive area of flat sand at its ha#e. ting recent (geologically speaking) exmderstand he'using whale as an ad-
continued until right up on beadks | trusions on the slopes while the |oyective.At supper he returns and asks
stood on the bow bagging the jibsandy connecting area is dominatedibyhave tortillas. | don’t but have just
young man came out an invited me ta &nding strip that primarily serves@oked rice and fill a plastic bag with
fish dinner but | was feeling too tireftshing resort on south side of point. Tls®me still warm which he seems to find
and declined. Mistake. resort seems deserted and the owratisacceptable substitute.

There are a couple of cabins mabit glum. When the wind is strong gulls line
and west parts of beach and then ofhe wind seems to hardly slow dowreach with beak to wind. They have a
east corner a cluster of driftwood/blagk crossing into our anchorage frogame to practice their survival skills and
plastic huts with 6-7 pangas below onrth or the south and it is beginning ttave a great beach blind from which
beach next to us. Seems little has chegem reversal is the only option! Blovwy watch. One will pick up a pebble

hard from north 8 hr then immediatelgnd hang, soaring in place, some 20-
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25 ft above his amigos on the beadb.enjoy the maelstrom thru the poicrophobic feeling as we glide over
He then drops rock, dives and catchabich the beautiful, ripple covereMark jellyfish shoal on other chart.
mid air and returns to soaring positiomaves occasionally wash. Looks like And so it is, bit by bit, you come to
Usually this encourages another to janJapanese print of a stormy sea withderstand this sea is enveloped in
in, soaring alongside, both diving to se@eaves showing all forms at the sanmeagic.
who can get rock first or steal it frormoment.
the otherGradually several more may Feb 6-7
joinin. Never saw the rock hitthe grd-eb 5 AM weather warns of approaching
und until they quit. Back injury seems largely repaired smrther | immediately swing bow to
up anchor 5:30am and head into a ligb¥\/ toward an anchorage I'd thought
Jan 27 north wind. Thru entrance by first lightof visiting before waylaid in SFito. On
1016mb falling, 72 deg, SSE 5kt, a Wind builds to 10-12kt N and, atloser examination of cruising guides |
quiet, warm afternoon and the locdfisst, we make good speed S. runningrn back to SSE. Just too little pro-
are on the rocks at this very low tideith our standard wing on wing rig. tection. Better to be at sea. Even a litt-

to harvest oysters. In afternoon just enuf wind to ghode clocking east would put us on lee
along at about 1 kt and for some reghore. The next anchorage to south is
Jan 28 son | begin to hear things normally ubeyond reach even at hull speed so

High tide pulled seaward anchor ouabticed. The kaplugada-kaplugada tiferes no place to hide.
and the 1 ¥ ft breakers swung us beamold tractor drifts across from the rat-Head NE into the storm and furthur

to sea in from res-
night. No upply or
good patc continue
of sand south?

near shore It's a
| gotup in day of light
middle of winds and
night to | spend
manhandl my time
back so watching

stern seaward before tide dropped amer distant shore and | get out the Ihiuge whales breaching, diving with tail
in doing this managed to pull my bagkocularsAs | study the ragged, rockyigh in air | call them geyser whales as
out. When light returned waded out igpast | wonder how a tractor could gitte spout is high an the first thing you
great pain to find a spot to hook atwe this most remote area and whsee. Three or four short dives then a
chorAlmost tried a mass of fire spongwould ....then | recall where I'velong (deep?) dive. | wish they'd come
(Tedonia sp.) but recognized just imeard the sound before, deep in a cawveclose but stay too far off to determi-
time. Just my heartbeat. ne species tho one can make good
Cantmove (my bodymoving an- When a squadron of pelicans aguess.

chor finished me off) but at least windroach | know before | look whatitis Heading south for Sta. Rosalia and
down and I'll save on food an propand for the first time hear also a squeith each small gust I look back north

ne as can’t cook. ak like a rusty hinge from one (injufor coming trouble but as the light fa-
ry?). des we have the same light windéh
Jan 29-Feb 3 Stay in the cockpit to late pm anthe last light | now look ahead with ap-

Despite fragile back managed to mowee pass over a curious sight just befarehension. There is a thin, solid layer
a few hundred yards off beach to dr#g dropping saiAppears to be greenef clouds, no stars, andsithe dark of
anchor in small patch of clean sand thsh, blue and white glowing globesioon. The coast disappears and |
looks thick enuf to hold. about 2-5” in diameter and coveringuickly lose all sense of direction. Eve-
The NW end of outer bay likely ome hundred acres perhaps. Bst ity few minutes | check compass an
better anchorage in most winds but I'the 3-dimensional aspect that grabs radjusts course. Even the small red light
not up to that move. Here the N windhe globes seem to be visible far dowdestroys my vision.
can march right in and today they stanto the sea giving me an odd, rather Wind light an variable, sea a direc-

up very early creating steep waves that tionless light chop of shadowy black
slap the bow with an irritating thud. | on black. This feeling our way blindly
set up bridle to take some of shock along astho in a cave is tedious. Final-
load and get drenched in spriagsier ly something other then blackness ap-
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Santa Rosalia

pears to S\Wa smudge of grey? | grahear it..now dfthe port bow.now to bright green except the tail fin which is
dually decide i a flood light dfa ca- Port. dark, invisible.
bin, but on the wild, rockiness of Pta More sounds a bit like a sail luffing Duck eating green sea monsters oh
Virgenes? I8 too high to be a naviga®r maybe a hank moving on forestan!
tion light unless....I head a bit more owtr....| finally decide i€ the light brea- Must be Minkes, about 30-34 ft
to sea and then see another glow offtting of very near whales and the suding so, maybe 6 or7 times our weight.
ENE. Only one thing it could be, Guya sound made by their gently surfaciiy the light of their glow | can see lar-
mas, some 75 miles to east. Now | uaénd, or submerging. ge boils when they move about. They
derstand the glow to S., it can only be A short time later | hear somethingome ever closer until one comes right
Sta. Rosalias’ lights illuminating the lovlike the sound of a bottle held und@tongside, head to stern, tail to how
clouds altho largely blocked by thevater to fill. | peer into the inky blackperhaps 1-2 ft from the hull and 2-3 ft
mass of th@resVirgenes mountaindout see nothing so move to strbrd sideder the surface. The glow illumina-
that lie between us. and look down to see the enormotgs the keel , hull and side of boat. It
After returning from jib change andpody of a green, glowing whale slowlyist hangs their motionless as if nap-
putting the tiller hard over | hear a aqpassing under the keels. | quickly moyng. | clip my harness to an eyebolt
eous commotion off bow and, for nto the center of boat and grab the coamd lean out an down until my face is
conscious reason, joke to myself npainionway until probably long after ihearly at the watel cant make out
to run over too many sleeping whalelas passed to the port side. any details. Just a ghosthymorphous
Another sound gets my attention 7:30pm 27deg 40.9min lati2deg green glow
very fast. It is of light surf on a beact27.45min long. ~20nm N of Sta. Ro- | wished all day they would come in
An unmarked shoal? | recheck trgslia. close but now they are here I'min no
charts, and the GPS to make sure iThe wind has died and we come tnood.With a gale due any time from
havn't closed with the mainland. Should stop. The whales come in close, &éte north, a max, dark of the moon
be nothing out there but | continue t&ost at the surface, body glowingsmuth flood due in a few hours and the
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“Cape Horn of Cortez” just to my soutlwvind if we shear off yet not providaize jibs) and now especially a storm
| have other things on my mirall the sail area to push us along. jib set.
books seem to agree this is not the plaStill charging along at 2kt over gro- The wind does drop so by first light,
ceto beinadverse tide orwind.  und despite flood. She seems totallytho we’re left with a nasty 8-9 ft chop,
The wind finally comes up and wéome, on a solid track running dedbere is yet a ways to go and we’ll ar-
leave the whales. But soon after wlownwind essentially under bare pave with full visibility.
started moving, maybe doing 2 kt.,las. Perhaps just luck but yet to expe-l raise the 100 and soon make the
15-16 ft something swims up along th@ence full pooping. | hear great cragarbor entrance just as the wind fres-
starboard side of cockpit then seembuhg all about but many waves must noéns to 15kt N. No easy scull home
to abruptly bend 90 deg down and dibe plunging type. My confidence in hdrere We tack across the narrow en-
appeare under a 4 ft wide boil. Balgnly grows. trance with what seems mere inches
whale? If so it didn’t take a breath aro- Keep toe near tiller even tho theeghove mole rocks and into the empty
und that time. seems no tendency to fall off to port éerry slip. Then in two more tacks find
The wind increases and she throwgrbrd.With thousands of tons of wathe marina at the north end of this finy
sparks dfthe bowStill can’t seem to ter crashing about and the boat marowded harbor and sail straightinto a
round the point and put the lights ofing at this speed | just don’t feel donvenient sligfOnce again the most
town into full view Perhaps the tide isshould leave her alone. Spend my tirs@émmon phrase in logbook).
slowing our progressNorry over thinking of how to rig twins (twin fo- | fall into my bunk and an instant

chart accuracy vs GPS. restays on which to hank on 2 equagep sleep.

3am; Finally the lights are in view Warm tortillas, cold beenoisy co-
we've rounded the point and the wind lorful, smelly wonderfulinder leaves
is howling. I'm exhausted and decide in cool, shady flutter

to heave to and get
some rest but she isn’
happy with that and the
motion uncomfortable
so | turn south again.
That stiff bit of canvas
I'd planned to tie to
backstay might have
come in handyA small
riding sail). Seas feel lar-
ge enuf and steep enu
to roll us if caught in
break.

The seais still invi-
sible but the crashing
sound about us is dea
fening so | check and
find it's near max flood.
Despite the strong flow
north we are rocketing
toward Santa Rosali
and appears will arrive
before daylight so | reef
again, Good | didn’t
crawl into bunk.

Yet even with storm
jib alone we may arrive
in the dark. So put the
storm jib hard amid-
ships thinking it will
keep us heading down

19



Letter S tO want to saw the perspex into the right size to cover each window individually or just
put it over the whole of the side like in your photoshopped picture is only a matter

the Edltor of taste and does not weaken the boat.
/Ed.

Portlight refitting

Dear Sir | have a problem with my
boat and | was hoping you could help
me. | am located in France and sail on
the Lac du Bowget orAix les Bains
lake in Savoie in the Frenglps. | am
the happy owner ofdivacity 20 (or
Alacrity 19 depending of the year).
Being quite old, this twin keeler is in
need of some work that | intend to do
this winter that it is out of the water and
in my back yard.

One of the issue | have that troubles
me are the windows. The original ones
are completely cracked and let some
water in so | planned to changed them.
| have had 2 nice piece of sun proof
perspex being cutto fit all along the sid&e current portlights
board measuring roughtly 1.50meters
long by 25cm large. The three pictures
are, for the first one what the windows
look like at the moment, the second is
what | could do (ok it is not very nice
on this home made drawing) and the
third one is what another guy did on his
Alacrity to change his windows....

| am afraid that if | put the big sheet
of perspex all along the sides, | may
weaken the roof as the original win-
dows participate to the structure of the
whole thing. Now my questionis... do
I need to put the pieces of perspex like
in the picture named alacrity 7 modify
or like the boat on the picture named
Alacrity Lge?Your advice will be real-
ly appreciated! Best regards!

Philippe Bitz
Hello Philippe, Above: the proper
The original coachroof windows do not refit. Right: Philippes
form an essential paof the boas home made drawing.

structure. In fact, they are not consideredNo problem to do it
very seawothy, being only held by the that way either
rubber like a car window they could

easily be "popped” in by a crushing PS: Philippe, if the
wave. If you want to replace the windowbpat on the picture is
you should make sure that the new yours, it is a Wacity,
perspex is sitting on the outside and heldot anAlacrity.

in place by bolts through the fiberglass. /ed.

This is how it seems to be done on the

picture with the boat in the watdf you
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