A (%z%\rgady for Ownes andAdmirers of Twin-Keel Sailing @ft

90? X ] : . 2 n _
<= TWIN-KEELER

Summer 2007 Volume 11 Issue 2

- Taking the Gr ound
- T he electric Sea Witc h
- Keel Choice




The Y Twin-K eeler Ne wsletter

Editor' s watch sible rocks to ground on much bexon’t get better I'll have to do either
ter of two things: make th&-K come
nally the season has started You may or may not have realdut less often, or start it to cover oth-
nce more. One could haveed that this issue @fvin-Keeler is er boats thafwin-Keelers, maybe
high hopes for warm and surg bit late. Unfortunately this is duether shallow draft vessels that can
ny weather up here, if there is sonte lack of material to publish. | arteke the ground. Even if that would
truth in what the climatologists aretill unsuccessfully waiting for mucibe betraying the soul of this publi-
telling us, but | do have to admit thahore reader feedback and storiegtion a litte, it could be the only
as of yet they have not convinced ttiegom all of you.The stuf| can come way. What do you think?
weather itself. up with myself is not nearly enough,
It was cold and windy when land heywho wants to read a publF——: - ,
. : : .| Twin-Keeler Newsletteris avai-
launched the boat. It was cold arghtion that is written by the editr .
: . . . lable free of charge as a pdf file
gusty when I tried my first short dayenly and mainly covers his own boat .
trips and it was cold and rainy wheand experiences on WV\{W.thn-ke_eIer.org
P : ) : X For printed copies please contac
| and my father set sail for a spring So, sorrily enough | once mofe - .
. o . . .| Subscription@twin-keelerorg
cruise, and his first time on a saikhave to beg for your contribution.
boat ever (read about the experienéad throw in a threat as well: if
on page 14).
Still there is summer to hope for
(summer should start in June but of-
ten does not before some weeks la-
ter up here) and this year our suTfhe Twin-K eeler Ne wsletter
mer cruise will be some weeks later
than last yearHopefully this will

mean better weather and less otl@é? dﬂ]ens Kuh.n 14
boats out. idhuggarvagen

. 121 44 Johanneshov
This year | have done some small
changes to the boat again. | hav

g/eden

new cockpit floor made of ready-
made teak parts, | have replaced :Eeg
forestay and the lower shrouds (t 1
upper ones were new last year).

Also | have used white bottom
paint for the first time instead of
blue. | have big hopes to come th-
rough summer without getting blue
on my legs when swimming aroungontributors this issue:
the boat (white is easier to explain Richard Smith, Colin B, Catherine Bennett, Mike Lucas.
at work later) and also | have already

discovered that the white paint ma- . L _ _ o
kes the keels much better ViSibﬁ‘hIS publication may be copied or printed and used in this form kbmhay not by

o I &y means be modified, sold erpublished. The copyrights totiates and
when anchoredThis is good as itpictures belong to the author/photographérticles and pictues may not beer
shows their positions between pogrinted or published in any wagither on paper or eleanically without
permission.

—F

tlf you'd like to submit something
for the newsletter please contact
newsletter@twin-keelerorg
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Anticipa tion

Reflections

has a house in Florida and a job minute operation - pulling éthe
New York, and twice a month henainsail coverputting all the gear
heads south to his wife and his SR its appropriate places, turning the
I know scientifically that the fact7.9. He shows me pictures of thefadio on and hanging it on the cup-

by George Bollenbacher

that December 21st has passaeeekend sails when he gets badkplder starting the motoruntying

and that the days are starting @and we talk “sailing stdif before the and coiling the docklines, pushing
get longer doesnt automatically Monday staff meeting, but I'm not off, and away we go. But #'ama-
mean that the weather will start geture | really envy him those wintezing the number of times | find
ting warmey but something in myjaunts. myself taking dfthe sail ties while
soul says it ought to be trughe in-  For one thing, the autumn haulounder wayor diving below decks for
evitability of the snow and sleet, anghd the winter hiatus give me a chatire winch handle as | exit the mari-
a few cold snaps that leave the-fure to refocus on what Greyhounola. It's a good thing no one knows
nace wheezing and groaning, alwagseds for the next season, on whaidw fogetful | am.
comes as - if not a surprise - at leagant to learn or accomplish next In the end, though, &'under salil
an insult. summey and to reflect on what hapwhere anticipation really comes into

I'm sure if | had a winter sport tgoened last summeWhether it is play. With no brakes and, for the
keep me occupied | wouldrspend plans to reinforce the mast step withost part, no motpwe sailors have
the months of January and Februdiiger glass this spring, or a renewdd look beyond the immediate as a
waiting impatiently for the springdetermination to practice MOBmatter of course to make sure we get
equinox. Or if 1 had a midwinterdrills over the summeror simply where we're going. In th&appan
bareboat charter waiting in Roademembering the time | was able @ee, where | sail, the combination
town or $Vincent, March 20th, andrig the whisker pole while sailingof fickle winds and very predictable
the annual boat migration from théownwind single-handed lagiu- tides makes having a plan a prere-
storage yard to my quisite for not hit-

driveway would be “In the end, though, it' s under ting a bridge abut-

on me before | knew ment.And when |

it sail w her e anticipa tionr eall y singlehand, which

As itis, though, my : ” is becoming my
winter is for waiting, comes into play usual mode, even
for planning, for orde- tacking requires

ring parts and supplies, and for angjust, there is always something natiinking ahead.
cipation.True, Betsy and | enjoy dical for me to think about during the Landlubbers who sail with me are
few dinners at the marina restaurantnter. amazed at how much forward thin-
each winterbut even these remind Of course, anticipation doesnking is involved in sailingWhile
me that we are eating inside instepdt happen in the non-sailing se#hey are relaxing, leaning back to get
of on the patio, many miles fronson. In some ways &'more intensethe sun full on their face, I'm wat-
Greyhound instead of only a fewn summeiThursdays and Fridays;hing the luf or the wate's surface,
yards awayAnd walking by all tho- when | am laying out my weeken#éieeping an eye on the blue-grey
se hulls propped up in the parkinghores and pre-savoring my sailingoud peeking over the Palisades, or
lot, bundled under shrink wrap, onlgeward.And there is no disappointgauging the speed of that freighter
reminds me of the lovely sloopsment quite like finishing up a proin the channel against my intersec-
sometimes see tied up at the trapset and putting away the tools, onliyng course. Is the wind rising or
ient dock on summer evenings, like find that the breeze that was sbvopping, steady from the west or
horses at the hitching post waitingromising at breakfast has fadeckering, against the tide or with it?
for their riders to finish dinner ~ completely after lunch. I’'m sure they think that I'm too
Not that | mind the anticipation You will have detected, I'm suredistracted to be having any fun, but
all that much, though. Perhaps | hatleat anticipation is always an impoi wouldnt have it any other wayust
convinced myself that the wintetant part of the mix, even when yothinking about it gets my imagina-
wait makes the summer sailingre on the watefFor me, preparingtion started. | can hardly wait for
sweeteil have a friend at work whdGreyhound to leave the slip is a 1@pening day!



Taking the g round

Sailingw her e thew ater g oes fr om thin to none
by Richard Smith

en you live in a foreign I
country for a while, you
come to know it and the

way of life there. But the importan '
thing is not so much whatlearned
about that country and its ways bl
how your own country appears whe

you get home.

Taking the ground - intentionally
drying out between tides - is corr
mon practice in England where ha:===
bor and marina space is scarce a
seafaring is in the natic'blood. & -5-
Over the centuries, British mariner s
and yachtsmen have evolved mal
ways of making the best of agaty
inhospitable coastThis has often _ e =
meant finding ways of getting fromgjchad and “Jane Duck”, waiting for enough water to lift them into the Irish Sea.
land to sea as expeditiously as pos-
sible. ges fare well along with flat-bottomely tough, with hefty mooring

From earliest times, boats hawaed boats. bitts.
been carried or rolled over logs and Some deepekeel boats adapt | kept Jane Duck in Heswall, a
launched through an angry surf tegs,” portable wooden or steel pipemall seaside town on the Dee Estu-
ply the fishing grounds of the Nortlstands with wide bottom feet provicary about a half-hots drive from
and Irish Seas. Boats have beary support when groundedtils Liverpool. The Dee leads, or did
crowded into tiny man-made harbosthers rise and fall with the tidebefore it silted up so badlfrom the

that often ran drydenying accesswhile leaning against walls. Irish Sea to ChestdParkgate, loca-
until the sea moved back to fill them ted a few miles from Heswall, was a
again. Lacking moorings major port in the 17th centurlf was

British owners of pleasure craftlived in Liverpool, about 10 minufrom here that Cromwell launched
have their own ways of coping withes from the River Merseyut in his ships to terrify and vandalize
a scarcity of natural harborEhey spite of its great maritime traditiofcatholic Ireland.
often find shelter in the drying creekthere was a distinct lack of small- Local knowledge had it that Lord
and backwaters of tidal estuarieboat moorings available to sailofelson sailed a few ships up the Dee
Some boats take well to these colike me in 1984. | wanted somethinp Parkgate where, so the story goes,
ditions while others do not. Boatslose by and inexpensive, so | dite met Lady Hamilton, who was the-
have to be tough to take the groundhat the Romans did and foundre for the area’ renowned sea ba-
twice a daySout little twin-keele- mud berth for my Faireftalanta. thing. If true, the landlocked fleet
rs, likeWesterly Centaurs and King- Jane Duck was a 26-foot gar would have been highly vulnerable
fishers, stand upright on their irogacht design by B Fox, a deriva-to French marauders, to the great
legs along with bilge-keelers, suctive of the wartime airborne lifeboembarrassment of tAemiralty and
as Maurice Griiths’ Waterwitch ats. Hot molded, she was relativepossible security of the realm. | like
ketch, that have long keels with andjght, with firm bilges and twin, bal-to think that it just might have been
led steel plates on either sidloo- lasted, lifting keels. She was extravorth it.
den or fibeglass boats with firm bil- The 30-foot tides that would have

bottled up Nelson for several hours



cause the estuary to virtually disa
pear at low tideThe situation at
Heswall, when it was Jane Dusk
port of call, was that a ramp le
down to the water where a boatm LWVERFOOL. BAY
maintained a line of buoys that t

moved about as the channels st |.|
ted.These provided wet moorings E.USYLE. BANK—< [
few hours before and after high tid ' '
thus allowing for a few hours spe! .

sailing before the sea ran out, b: ~ HILE®EIS.9
ring access to the moorings until tl C.— ¢ WEST KIREY
next tide. Obviousjythe shallower ! Pﬂﬂpﬁ&f{z“ E

the draft, the more time a boat h.

to sail. .

Q%‘ e usswarL?) 9

Tractor boatman . 9 \ MOORINGS "N,

A boatman assisted with launchin /) &

and haulouts. He drove around t NN

sand, viscous mud, and pools jp—1@KM. =S

water when the tide was out, on S

farm tractor moving buoys, check .

ing and replacing chain and shac A

les, clearing out logs and other b 3

of flotsam and jetsam from the a

chorage, and generally seeing to the

welfare of the Heswall squadron. cleaning out the muddy cockpit witlthat we were a long way from shore
The mud was diicult to negotia- so little water around, to say nothingsomewhere in the middle of the

te on foot; it took a bit of practice tof drying clothing on a small boat.Irish Sea.

get from ramp to boat without lea- Like seabirds whose habits are

ving a boot in the mud. Some sashaped by the tides, those of us whobed, worrying

lors towed sledlike carts loaded withnoored in the Dee paid little atteriFhe lager waves at high tide were

boat gear and provisions over th®n to night and dayVe hitched ri- knocked down a bit by the sandbank,

mudflats. | generally tried to meedes with each other and from theut never enough to wholly relieve

the tide when there was enough wiaeatmans tractoy which carried usmy anxiety When | first moored in

ter to float my inflatable. On the eblmut to our boats like Spitfire pilotdHeswall and a storm came up, I'd

this meant a good few hours befoam their way to meet the Luftwief lie in bed back in Liverpool and

| could get back to shore unless | We were all in a narrow channelyorry. | worried a lot until the tide

wanted to wade through the oozmmmetimes running with waterfell enough for her to take the hard.

pulling the dinghywhich | did a lot. some-times drybehind a bank ofl knew just when Jane Duck would

One time just short of Jane Ducksnd dunes that gave good proteoll and pitch with the sea and when

fell over while loaded with an armtion from the sea at low tide. But ashe’d lie down in her mud berth.

ful of boat gearl hardly felt the fall the sea rolled in, the bank disappe@then high winds corresponded with

into the soft sludge, but it was a joted, giving the distinct impression

IRISH SEA j
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high tide, it was all | could do to resthe bottom and

ist calling the boatman: choose a level
“Is she OK, John, is Jane Ducklace to set

OK?” down another
“Aye.” time.

"How does it look out there, John? One rainy
Do you think it'll get much worse?"winter after

“Aye, mebbe.” noon a few of
“l should come out and have gs gathered
look - what do you think?” around the coal

“Well, now Mr. Smith, were | stove of aWa-
you, I'd go back to bed nawShe terwitch ketch, ;
knows how to take care of herselfirinking tea ~ -
she does. Dobhyou worry nowGo and telling lies.
back to yer bed.” Someone flick- Impression of grunded boats.

Eventually when | came to truskd a tea bag th-
the idea of leaving a boat to find hebugh a portlight with a unique wriste in the stand, could leave when
way with wind and tide, and when inovementThat set dfthe first an- the tide was in.
came to appreciate what a tough oldial River DeeTea-Bag Pitching Argument and dispute among the
bird the FaireyAtalanta was, | be-CompetitionWe took turns flicking skippers seemed inevitable but, af-
gan to take it all in stridés long as bags and jumping overboard to plaer a day or two of watching the co-
Jane Duck was on a Heswall moee a stick in the mud to mark thening and going of boats of all ty-
ring, | was always aware of the statengest tosaVhen we could dinghypes and at all times into this scrum,
of the tide and just how she lay  to shore, we bought a couple of pintswas amazed at how politeness,

As the sea fell, the bankfefed for the winner at the local pub.  good boat tending, and a spirit of
more protection so that when the We sailed into Douglas, on the Isleooperation allowed this most com-
boats met the mud, it was a pretsf Man, one summeFhere was rat- plex of mooring arrangements to
smooth touchdown . . . usugllgut her a lot of wind and rain in the Irislwork.

not always. Sea and the floating berths were full, Now, having lived in the Pacific
so we went against the wallhis is Northwest for 10 years, | still can’
Holed and sunk a mooring method whereby a boafet over how easy it is to sail from

It was not unknown for a thin-skinties of against a stone wall, anothemy deep-water marina berth, 10
ned hull, whatever the material, teafts up alongside him and anotheninutes from home. K absolutely
land on a sharp rock and be holeg him and so on and so foriVe secure in any state of wind and tide
and not to rise with the next tidewound up in the middle of such and theres no hopping about try-
This was more easily avoided withoat boom, waiting along with ang to retrieve a boot stuck in the
a boat resting on twin keels or a longpllection of fishing boats and yachtsud.

keel with steel bilge plates. It wafor the tide to set us all on the gro- There are no coal stoves drying
possible with experience to avoid thend. It was a mish-mash of bpwout wet socks and certainly no tea
worst of the gullies and other botstern, and springlines, over and uibag-throwing contests from cabins
tom irregularities and coax a boater, criss-crossing each other as they thick with cigarette and pipe
into a well-fitting mud berthWith wrapped around mooring cleats argimoke, you could cut it with a

shallow-draft boats such as th&a- bollards. bosuns knife. | can leave the dock
lanta, one could wade knee-deep and and come back any time of the day
push the boat to the best alignmemiaze of connections or night, and there’ no thrashing

but it was far short of an exact thingzenders of all sorts kept ug eich about in a choppy sea, cold and wet,

Round- andV-bottomed boatsother - posh colorful ones for thevaiting for enough water to raise

werent expected to provide any sogtachts, car tires and wood planks feny mooring buoy

of accommodation when groundeghe workboatsThe maze of connec- | sometimes wonder why | miss
When | took the ground in an untions, which at first looked haphathose days in England so.

familiar bay or harbarl liked to an- zard and hopelessly snarled was, in

chor in deep water and wait for loigct, an arrangement such that, witthis aticle has peviously been

tide. Then I'd take a good look atonsiderable cooperation betweenblished in Good Old Boat Magazine

friendly crews, any boat, at any pla-



Iright, there was not a single twin-kee

to be seen at this yéarSockholm inter

ational boatshow eithegill there is som
positive news for those of us who like to salil

the waterin shallow waters and in the sma

range of boats.

Finally the trend for bigger and bigger boats

if not stopped, so at least haltédain, new de

signs of boats under 25 feet are to be seen o
shows more frequentlyviaybe this is because
mooring fees ever increasing or by other so
people getting into boating.

While those new trailer boats still are not ch

they are of course much cheaper than power
of the same size, their engines
being the most expensive pa
Furthermore, those boats ¢
have an important role in t
market.As classic smaller bolis
ats are getting older and few$
there need to be fresh blood
enter the second hand mar
eventually Otherwise in 2 (. .
years there will only be big usei®= = .
boats that cost the same as rjg #
small ones, without any red
cheap small ones being left
the market. 1 - y
And finally, those modern -"r‘
trailer boats are all shallow drafti
racers, with lifting keels ang
able to plane.
The pictures here show t
Sailart 17 and Skippi 650, bo
manufactured in Poland.

News

Stoc kholm
Inter national
g Boa tsho w

by Jens Kuhn
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T he electric Sea Witc I

any interesting site abouWesterly Centaur 22s, about 15 yedess efective.
twin-keelers | found somedater TheWesterly Centaur 22s to- Twin keels assist in planing be-

information about the Sé&tich on day are viewed as a breakthrough@ause they reshape the wave pattern
the website of Catherine and Robartodern boat buildingThey use to produce a flatter wake and can
Bennett ofVirginia, USA.They asymmetric keels of 2 foot 2 incheduce the ébrt needed to break out
found this old twin-keeler whichsize which were abandoned to gafrom hull speed. Because the prop
they are attempting to restore. Omindward performance such as &n work in clear water without tur
there website they state: found on the Sadler 26. Note thdulence from a centerline keel and/

“...we believe it is a cousin of thevindward performance of a twiror rudderhandling is more étient,
Westerly We had a rudder madekeeler in rough water is superior tiess fuel is consumed, the boat is
and then Robert made another rud-deep single fin vessel becausefater and can be operated better
der and personally attached it! the roll and pitch dampening abiliwhen the engine is in reverJeere
sailed from¥ankee Point Marina theies of the keels. is little problem in racing unballas-
first weekend if\pril 2006 and had In light wind (less than 7 MPH)ted when winds are light. Multihulls
a wonderful time going down thehere is really no capsize risk. Hemace under special rules but are not
Corrotoman River without a pro€e they are endorsed by the mamequired to be ballasted and combi-
blem. Robert is designing an
electric engine that will continue
with the environmentally won-
derful treat of boating without
fossil fuels. A great new life for
a happy little boat!”

When they found the boat they
did some internet research about
twin-keelers that resultet in this:

“Blue Bird, the first twin keel
yacht, was built in 1920 by Lord
Riverdale. She was 25 foot and
had twin rudders. Sa#itch has
one ruddemow a very big one!

These boats can stand upright
on two legs when low tide ma-
kes that necessanA boat like
this vessel has circumnavigated
the globe.They are superb all
rounders, brave little boats that
are a joy to sail and implies that;he Bennett Sea \teh
in experienced hands, they are a
match for today's crop of small pefacturer for unballasted operationed weighted-keel-watdrallasted
formance cruisers (probably refeunder power and sail. Unlike otheressels such as the Hunter HC50 and
ring to the MacGregor 26 cruisersjrailerable sailboats, the hard sideuzwell's Endangered Species fill
pg 100April 2005. chines form twin shallow keels seanks only in heavy wind. In any

Laurent Giles proposed twin kethat the boat tracks well under sashse, the term swing keel is being
els for Trekka and while this keeunballastedTwin keels becomereserved for a centerboard that has
form was rejected by Guzwell in famore efective with increased angleveight attached to the foil. ”
vor of a bolt on centerline keel, Lau- Now, when | read this | was intri-
rent-Giles was successful in getting gued.While having read the book
8

Wile browsing th&Veb for the concept built on the twin keedf heel, while a single keel becomes



about Guzwell’z cruise | could not
recollect that Laurent Giles had pro
posedTrekka to be a bilge keeler
So | sent an email to the Bennetts
enquiring where they haf found this
information. Luckily 1 got a reply
from Catherine Bennett who was
very nice and promised to find it ou
for me when they got backil§ this
was not the main reason for me t
email them in the first place but thei
plans to equip the boat whith an elec
tric engine. | am beginning to think
that these, environmentally soun
and cheap engines indeed have
future but for the need to clug the
batteries. If that problem could be
solved without shore power | would
get one the same day

However; | am still eager to read
any reports of sailors who succes:
fully have equipped their boat wit
e-engines. Please do write if yo
have.

ed.



Porloc k Weir Twin K eel P ar ade

These photos were taken from Porl&kir (Bristol Channel) on 28tApril 2007 by Colin B.
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Keel ¢ hoice

by Mike Lucas

ker and expert discussetses on a number of Sadler 32s.
the various options built With the advent of the 26 and 29
into Sadlers over the yearBhese in 1981, the twin keel was by then a
notes are intended to clarify choigeopular choice. In fact, most 26s
of keel by discussing the advantaere built with twin keels and a high
ges and disadvantages of variopsoportion of the 29s. In due ceur
configurationsWhile dealing pri- se, the Sadler 34 enged in 1984
marily with the Sadler boats thegnd this was also fe#red with all
also give some information of gdeur choices. In practice, most of theeep fin, this giving best windward
neral interest. 34s were built with either deep fiperformance with least frictional re-
or shallow fin keels, but a numbesistanceThe case for considering
1. INTrobucTION. OVer the years sin-were completed with the twin keebther options is essentially to redu-
ce 1974, when the first 25 was deption and a few with centre platece draft and this is achieved progres-
veloped by David and Martin Sad- The $arlight range of boats emersively, with the various options av-
ler, many diferent keel configura-ged in 1989 with wing keels with thailable.
tions have been built into Sadlers tmwlvantage that the concept had beewin keels have the advantage of
suit the changing market requirevell tried and lagely accepted byenabling the yacht to stay upright
ments and sailing area conditionsthat stage. Following the success when dried out and also enabling
The choice has been wide, withing keels inAmerica Cup racing,storage ashore to be safer and more
conventional deep fin keel and skaguch development work was doneonvenient.
hung rudder being available on tH®y many of the notable naval archi- A centre plate gives substantially
25, with the option of a shallow firtects. $ephen Jones designed a sapduced draft with the plate in the
keel for reduced draft. Demand fdristicated all lead keel for thée&® high position and a pretty good
even shallower draft resulted in Salight and this was felt to be a majavindward performance with it fully
lerYachts producing a 25 with twirtontributory factor to the exceptiodown. Howeverthe mechanics of
keels (or bilge keels to use the tradial sea keeping capabilityirectio- lifting the centre plate dissuade most
tional terminology). Interest on theal stability and windward perfor people from opting for this system,
East Coast for centre plate boats reance. In fact, a number of Sadlatthough you will find those who
sulted in a centre plate version of ti3s had earlier been fitted with wingave used it are very enthusiastic
Sadler 25 being developed with tHesels designed bywarwick Collins, about the arrangement, particularly
lifting keel housed inside the ballashis being a tandem keel of unusuah the East Coast.
keel, thus obviating any need fatesign. Howeverit failed to catch  To clarify draft considerations, the
keel housing within the boat cabiron, but was successfully applied tollowing table provides some inte-
A suficient number of Sadler 25¢he few boats that were built with ittesting statistics (table 1).
were built with all variations of keel
to give SadleYachts confidence t@®. DrarT consiDERATIONS. The most 3. Deep FIN keeL. This keel has al-
offer the same range of choice fafficient keel is without a doubt thevays been available on all Sadler
the emeging Sadler 32 in 1979. La-
ter in this article, | have covered per
formance considerations of the va-
rious keel options, some of the facts
being drawn from a comprehensive
keel comparison test carried out by

M ike Lucas, UK Sadler broYachting Monthly in the early eigh-

Sadler 32

Table 1
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boats and providing one could accee the objectives required, althoughious arrangement to house the ste-
modate the draft, this is withouthe remarkable directional stabilitel centre plate wholly within the bal-
doubt the best option, if one takedown wind, with a wing keel, wadast keel The ballast keel itself was
sailing performance as the most inradversely dected once a fin keebolted to the bottom of the Sadler
portant consideration. was fitted. 25 in exactly the same way as a con-
From about 1990, there was a va- ventional fin keel, with stainless ste-
riation of the deep fin keel availabld. SiaLLow FINKEEL. This arrange- el machine screwed studs and nuts
for the Sadler 34The keel was de-ment is a logical solution for thoséor security
signed by &phen Jones andfetti- wanting a fin keel, but requiring re- The 25 arrangement for lifting the
vely put the centre of gravity soméuced draft. It can be seen from theeel, was via a tube that came up th-
4" lower and draft was increased t@able that saving in draft is betweerough the centre of the boat near the
5'10".This was achieved by makind2" and 16" dependent upon theast post and emged on deck.
the keel narrower near the top artsipe of boat. Then a block and tackle arrangement
wider at the bottom. In facdndrew  Although, there is perceptablerovides the necessary purchase or
Bray had the first of these keels fitoss of windward performance, nethe use of a winch, enabling the keel
ted and he expressed to be lifted and lo-
enthusiasm for th wered with precisi-
improved stifness on and ease from
and windward per the cockpit. | have
formance of his Sa spoken to owners
ler 34 "Dash”. who have had this
Although lead system and they
wing keels have be have been deligh-
fitted to most &ar- ted. It appears that
lights, a few have had deep fin kevertheless there are a certain adshould the tackle arrangement beco-
els, either because draft was notaatages to be gainelshallow fin me unservicable for some reason,
problem (one boat went to Scotlandikeel has the length of keel increaselden the keel simply rests in the lo-
or it was necessary to optimise rdy about one third and this doewered positionThe most obvious
ting and light weather performancgive improved directional stabilitydisadvantage is di€ulty of antifou-
for racing purposesThe few $ar down wind and steadier steerinding, but owners tell me that provi-
lights built with fin keels did achie-which is of interest to the cruisingling they lift the boat high enough
yacht.Also, when drying (in either sling or cradle), painting
alongside a wall, (or sit-the lifting keel is no problem.
ting in a cradle ashore), the A centre plate arrangement was
longer keel does give imitted to a number of Sadler 32s and
proved fore and aft stabil-here the lifting mechanism was via
ity. This is indeed a signi-a deck winch or through a hydraulic
ficant factor when lying ram.
alongside and reduces the Draft of a centre plate version is
dangers of tilting forwardsof course attractively low at 27" for
or backwards once the 25 and less than 42" for a 32, when
water has left the boat. lifted to it's highest position.

5. LiFTING KEEL. Most 6. Twin KeeLs. Over the years, there
small yachts with lifting have been a whole range of produc-
keels have either a pivotion cruising yachts with what are
ted arrangement or a dagcommonly termed bilge keels. Per
ger plate (moving vertical-formance has often left much to be
ly through a trunking). desired and many bilge keel boats
Either way the arrange-were equipped with draft that was
ment seriously encroacheto small and hence the keels were
into the accommodation imot deep enoughlhis meant that
the main cabin. Davidwindward performance stdred

Sadler 25 Sadler developed an ingesubstantially and many smaller bo-
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ats with bilge keels heeled excessesult that the vast majority of 26A&lternatively scrubbing can be done
vely through tenderness and "flewivere built with this arrangementy a diver

the weather keellhis resulted in Probably two thirds of the Sadler 29s The yacht is remarkably stable
pounding and unpleasant noiseere built with twin keels and some/hen sitting on the keel on hard gro-

down below und, although props/cradle need to
David and Martin Sadler were be provided for complete safety
aware of these problems and desig- Care must be taken however regar

ding going aground, in that if the
yacht were to dry out on a soft bot-
tom and she were to fall ovethe
angle of heel would be extreme.

8. FErRFORMANCECOMRRISONS. COM-
ments have already been made re-
garding perfeamance for the various
keel configurations in relation to
each type of boat. Howeveamn inte-
resting exercise was conducted by
Yachting Monthly in 1981 to com-
Table 2 pare the four main keel options fit-
ted to a Sadler 32 and | have drawn
ned the Sadler range of yachts 10% of the 349/ery few of the 32sfrom this article a few conclusions
have keels that were rather deepg®d twin keels. which are relevant and | am sure you
than were customarily being used will find interesting (table 2).
and a very reasonable windward-pét.WinGKeELs. As a result of the suc-
formance was achieved. Many Sadess of “Australia” in thAmerica’s 9. Summary. Not surprisingly the
ler owners preferred to call the cor€up racing, the concept of wing ke32 tests show that deep fin keel gi-
figuration twin keel and | do belieels became more widely accepte@s the best performance and fstif
ve that to distinguish between the olmhd progressively developed hbyess”. Howevethe shallow fin pays
fashioned bilge keels and the mgacht designers.t&hen Jones inonly a small penalty in this respect,
dern twin keel, with improved perdeveloping the tarlight 39, opted with the advantage of 12" less dratft.
formance, the term is helpful. for awing keel and as discussed ear Choice of twin keel does sacrifi-
There is no doubt that windwarder, this was an essential ingredieoe a fair amount of performance, but
performance is not as good as a fior the overall performance of thhas the advantage of shallow draft
keel, but entirely adequate for gengacht. and stability aground. However
ral cruising purposes. Certainly sea Sailing the &rlight 39 to wind- manouverability under power is sig-
keeping capability is more than adevard, once 15 degrees angle of hexdficantly better with twin keel.
guate and there are the undoubtmsthchieved there is real lift inparted In practice, a shallow fin and twin
advantages of shallower draft, witirom the wing keel and the "waké&eel yacht is likely to reef earlier than
the ability to dry out on a mooringangle” is noticeably reduced. Dowrthe deep fin keel yacht and would
or for antifouling purposes. Certainwind the directional stability is imthence display less heel angle and
ly they can be wintered ashore sipressive (compared with fin keelleatherhelm than shown, at 22 knots
ting on the keels, with no need forand the wing keel does provide @t wind.
cradle. degree of damping in a seaway Only broad conclusions can be
The market readily perceived the Perhaps the main problem is thdrawn from these tests, insofar as the
advantages of twin keels, with thiact that significant fouling take®ther Sadlers are concerned, but the
place on the under side of the keeldications are interesting. It is like-
and the only way to clear this, is iy that performance diérences
be lifted out of the water by travelould be less evident with the 29

g:j,ter o hoist or crane and to clean the keshd 26, where twin keels are more
whee whilst it is held in the lift. It also hagpopular

built with to be painted in this way of course.

bilge For moe information about the Sadler
keels boats visit Mike Lucas website at:

wwwmikelucasyachting.co.uk
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Father and Son Cr uise Cur tailed

by Jens Kuhn

her whom | had not met for years

as he is living a long distance
away from me, phoned me to pro-
pose he would like to come and vi-
sit for my birthdayYet more supri-
sed | became when he agreed to
come on a few dag’sailing cruise.
Maybe he was glad not having to pay
for the hotel nights, or maybe he just
wanted to see for himself what all
this sailing talk is about. For except
for some week-ends motorboating
when | was a bgye had never been
sailing.

We planned a four dag’cruise,
Sunday tdMednesday which would
be concludgd by a birthday dipne.Fhe Polar Explogr
at my mothein law’s. Howeverthis
was not quite to go according to
plan. and there was a warm front on ithed to move to the other side of the

Two days before his arrival, thevay, or so the mets seemed to thinRaltic instead, bringing sun and
cabin attendants at SAS decided toWhen | picked up my dad at thewarmth to Poland. Here, it started
go on strike. So the flight my fatheairport it was still warm and sunnyo rain and the temperature dropped
was booked on, was cancelled. +dyut now the warm front had decitO degrees GVhen we came to the
tunately he did manage to re-book
to another airline, but that flight
would not leave before the day af-
ter This ment our cruise had to be
shortened by one dalgaving only
two nights on the boaflhis also
meant we could not sail that far in
order to be sure to get back in time
for the birthday dinner and his flight
home.

In the end, perhaps this was for
the best. For we did not exactly have
luck with the weatherSailing in
Sweden in early summer can be eve-
rything from hot and sunny to almost
freezing.This time it did look quite
good, at least in the beginninge
had had some warm and sunny days,

I was quite surprised when my fat-

Late lunch
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a bit cold.Also we would have to
cross a shipping lane, which is ne-
ver a good thing to do in the fadnd

if we had done it using the engine
we would not have heared other ves-
sels as the Honda is quite loud.

So we decided to go into the small
marina at Boson which was close
nearby This was the right decision
as the fog got a lot denser later

We had a late luch and settled to
read our books. My dad has just pub-
lished his first detective novel and |
was eager to read it, while | had put
him to read "The Riddle of the
Sands” in order to get him in a nau-
tical mood. During the evening the
fog lifted and suddely there apperad

The Mountaineer a crowd of children in small ding-
hies, so we had some action to watch
boat it was still quite chilly but anorth, meaning that after some infer dinner The night was quite cold
least the rain had stopped. tial tacking to get out into more opeaind we had to sleep in our sleeping
One picture showsy dad, try- water we creamed along nicely obags with the clothes on.
ing his first turn at the tilleHe re- a beam reach. The next morning the wind was
ally is not this fat, but wears a life Still, at 1400 the wind droppedight, still from the north and we de-
vest under his raingeartilbhe does considerably and fog started to drifided to quit on the pub and instead
look a bit like a polar explorawhich in. This was not good as it meamfeat our way to an anchorage from
he he in fact may have felt like. we would not get to Getfoten anéhere we easily could reach the
We had left the club harbour @he pub.We might have been abl@ome port latgrwhatever the wind
1145 and our destination was Geb carry on and find it in the fog (théecided to dowe put up the genoa
foten, an island which has a niogsibility was still about one nautiinstead of the jib and after a while
marina, and, mostimportantly in thisal mile), but we did not havehe wind picked up enough for 4 or
weathera pubThe winds were lightenough wind to get there quicklg knots of speed. Just before we
in the beginning, but came from thenough as we now had started to fgghched the anchorage the sun actul-
lay showed herself between the
clouds.

And the polar explorer got his sun-
glasses out! Soon we reached the
anchorage and made fast to some
small trees and the stern anchor
Swedish fashion.

Don't say anything about the fen-
ders, my wife has already mocked me
about thatAnd they do have to be
somewhere, even if we never saw
another boat while in that anchora-
ge. My dad started to explore the
rocks and trees and soon became in-
volved with a female duck as well.

She got a bit disappointed though
when she heard he was already-smar

Now ablout that line hanging down...
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tea sitting in the cock-
pit with the table out.
However, at dinner
time the sun was gone,
the clouds where back
and we dined below
again. $ll the night
was not as cold as the
first one, despite some
rain in the late evening
hours.

The anchorage is in
a small inlet called
Kyrkfjarden. To get
there you have to sall
through a sound that is
only 4 meters wide
and about 1,5 m deep.
So this is really a pla-
ce for small boats, and
even if there use to be
quite a few motorbo-
ats during summer
this time we were to-
tally alone. However
the sound has not al-

. . _ ~ways been this small. | have been
ried. Here she is seen on her wayThanks to the sun it was quitg)|q that 20 years ago tourists could

back to the water. warm now and we could drink ougo by steam launch from&kholm

to the small castle
north of the inlet.

The last morning
started with the usu-
al cloudy weather
and light winds that
fortunately stayed in
the north so we made
it home in a gentle-
manly manner (not
having to tack) and in
good time before the
fog again drifted in
(and the birthday din-
ner started).

This was not a
long cruise, especial-
ly not in hours or mi-
les sailed, but it was
a nice one, despite
the crap weatheAt
least we had the wa-
ter almost for oursel-

The castle Ves.

The disappointed duck
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